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intention of carrying out an assassination, and that he
would have the weapons for it, and that I was to collect
some fellow assassins. Later I did collect some. . . . When
I received the letter from Princip, I wrote to Mehmed-
bashitch [at Mostar] and told him that the weapons would
come/7 95 Princip likewise stated at the trial: "I wrote to
him [Ilitch] from Belgrade in very indefinite terms that I
would carry out the assassination. . . . [After arriving in
'Sarajevo about three weeks before the crime] I said to him
[Ilitch] that he should collect some other serviceable par-
ticipants in the assassination, people who could be relied
on."96 •
The independent testimony of these two conspirators
against the Archduke's life makes it clear that Ilitch had no
weapons except those which Princip and his two compan-
ions were to bring from Serbia; and furthermore, that the
idea of recruiting more participants came from Princip and
not from Ilitch; whether this suggestion was contained in
Princip's letter, however, or whether it was made by him
in person after his arrival at Sarajevo, is not clear. The
leading spirit was not Ilitch but Princip, and the active
impulse came from Serbia and not from Bosnia. The testi-
mony of these two men clearly contradicts Mr. Seton-
Watson's version, quoted above, that "early in 1914 Danilo
Ilitch set himself to collect youths'7; and that while Princip,
Chabrinovitch and Grabezh were obtaining arms in Bel-
grade, "Ilitch continued his preparations in Sarajevo quite
independently of them, and armed three other youths,
Cvetko Popovitch, Vaso Chubrilovitch and Muhamed
Melimedbashitch, none of whom had any connection with
»5Hitch's testimony; ibid., pp. 60-62.
96 Hitch's testimony, ibid., p. 28 f. Similarly, in his "Confessions" in
prison, Princip says he wrote in cipher to Ilitch, who "was under his
[Princip's] influence though he was five years older and formerly a
teacher," saying that "he himself would also take part," and "would pro-
cure five or six weapons" (Current Ri&ory, Aug., 1927, p. 706).

